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MHRD panel to finalize IIT plot 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/MHRD-panel-to-finalize-IIT-plot/articleshow/45746045.cms 

KOCHI: An HRD ministry committee will visit Palakkad on January 17 to take a final decision regarding the 

plot to set up a permanent IIT. They will also finalise the temporary academic block and hostel to ensure that 

the classes commence next academic year. 

 

State government has identified three places for setting up temporary classrooms with hostel facility for 

students and residential complex for faculty, on government land. 

 

The three identified spots include - 35 acres of land available at Polytechnic College, 90 acres belonging to 

directorate of industries and commerce west Puduserry and land available with Fluid Control Research Institute 

at Kanjikode West. 

"A five-member team headed by MHRD's higher education additional secretary Amarjeet Sinha will visit the 

place and finalise things. We expect to start classes from next academic year," said higher education department 

additional secretary M Sherif, who is also the liaison officer from the state for observing land availability to set 

up an IIT. 

 

IIT Chennai will mentor and manage the new institute till independent directors are appointed, a process that 

would take up to six months. 

 

The mentor institutes will be asked to find out temporary facilities where the new ones would be housed till 

they get a permanent campus. If no temporary campus is available, the mentor institute will host the new IIT on 

its campus. 

Railway Ministry seeks to rope in officials with IIM, IIT 

background to help for budget making 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-railway-ministry-seeks-to-rope-in-officials-with-iim-iit-background-to-

help-for-budget-making-2049672 

For the first time, the government is inviting suggestions from the public for formulating Railway Budget 2015-

16. Railway minister Suresh Prabhu will present the second budget of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government in February. Among the other new and unique initiatives taken by Prabhu is creation of a database 

of the officials having IIT or IIM background.  

Discussing the initiative taken by Prabhu, a source close to the development told dna, "The railway ministry has 

sought suggestions from the general public on the upcoming budget. Also, the minister has called for a list of 

officials who have degrees from the Indian Institute of Mass Communication and Indian Institute of 

Technology. This list has been compiled and has been handed over to the minister." Prabhu also desired to 

know the area of educational specialisation of the officials having IIM, IIT background. 

According to sources, this database is being made to deploy the internal resources on specific subjects such as 

funding models, revenue sharing of infrastructure projects and model concession agreements so that the 

dependence on outside consultancies could be reduced. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/MHRD-panel-to-finalize-IIT-plot/articleshow/45746045.cms
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-railway-ministry-seeks-to-rope-in-officials-with-iim-iit-background-to-help-for-budget-making-2049672
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-railway-ministry-seeks-to-rope-in-officials-with-iim-iit-background-to-help-for-budget-making-2049672
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/railway-budget
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/suresh-prabhu
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/railway-ministry
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The suggestions to the railway ministry for the budget could be provided on the website of the ministry. The 

suggestions could be made under 13 heads. These include computerisation, electrical, finance, foot over bridge, 

freight, infrastructure, land, railway lines and crime prevention. 

There is also an innovative ideas head under which suggestions could be given to the railway ministry. The 

initiative was launched last week, but the sources did not disclose what suggestions have come till date. The 

suggestions are being collected at a place and will be forwarded to the concerned departments for evaluating 

whether it could be taken up for consideration in the budget. 

Funding of the already announced railway projects, which will require Rs 4-6 lakh crore, is one of the key focus 

area in the budget. Already, two committees are working on the fundraising aspect of Railways, and will come 

out with reports soon. 

Ex-President Kalam ignites young minds at Techfest 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Ex-President-Kalam-ignites-young-minds-at-

Techfest/articleshow/45754121.cms MUMBAI: The highlight of the last day of IIT-Bombay's Techfest was a 

speech by former President APJ Abdul Kalam.  

Organizers said over a lakh landed at the Powai campus on Sunday.  

"I have brought along my entire family for the event," said Lalita Ravichandran, a Reserve Bank of India 

employee.  

"It has been my dream to hear Dr Kalam speak, I have come all the way from Kharghar," said Aishwarya, a 

second-year engineering student.  

Kalam delivered a talk on the various aspects of 'World Vision 2030-Empowering 30 billion'. "In two years, 

India should move away from consumption of costly fuel to providing solar energy. Youngsters will be the 

pioneers of India's future development. I am sharing this with you, so that you can become future ambassadors 

for solar power," he said.  

The session ended with an interactive session where Kalam answered questions from young and old on topics 

ranging from motivation, language barrier in development and challenges to solar power. Several competitions 

like the robotics event drew crowds at the premier institute. "The competition of robots was appreciated by 

students and locals alike. Other exhibits like the flight simulator and the go-carting event attracted many," said a 

members of IIT-B's organizing committee. "The amount of research done by the festival's organizers was 

impressive. Each exhibit was well researched," said Mugdha, a student of St Xavier's College. 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Ex-President-Kalam-ignites-young-minds-at-Techfest/articleshow/45754121.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Ex-President-Kalam-ignites-young-minds-at-Techfest/articleshow/45754121.cms
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